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lnzzsbased hipshop has been
arouad For more than 30 voars,
Wlether it was the sample-
based scunds of Gang Starr and
ATabe Called Cuest or the lre
imsmumentation of The Boous,
j 2z music figured prominenily
iz the development of hipehop
sl and culiure. Bul while
mcdern rap rends favor drwm
michines wnd synthesizers, Blic
the Ambassedonrs Sereshipe i3
ol Lo Kill precenceived noviens
about ihe genre, Armed with an
veomie iad symbolie album cover
abowing aboombox commining
suigicle, 1the mestly instmameniad
Prelude sois the o pornence off
Fiercely plucked uprizha bass,
rcody eleciric plano chord s snd
wiarm horn armngements inlooe
duce listeners w o poweril
album dominaed by in-your-
fuce political raps and impres
sy, complex muasieal arrange-
M s,

iter, horn I Ghonn ond odus
cialed 1m the United Stales,
brings a worldly political per-
speglive that, ru.'nrr'd with :hﬁ
grull veicse, 1% reminiscent of
Tublic Enemy's Chueck . He
tackles Adtican poverty and
AMmMOriciin  Consumerism  in
Semething to Believe, Hurricans
Karing and Iraq in the smaoth
suzedominnled Home, and slove
cry im thoe Sp.lniﬂl :_:u:luHi:u,:_.:n.'qI
thetto Flantadion.

l-TLls.ii::l]l':.'_ 5“.,‘-:'{':;1}!;";' i5 just
as worldly and loyered as s
aubject maten The sevep-min-
e Remembering the Futire
weares srncopated doums and
Jiencsr Teowm arrangenents, while
the funky Breathe is a danceahle
| ikima l'-lcn-.|i|1;: i:F:|1'|'-:||.-|1.|.=av1'
drumming blees guitar an
sviEling irampse s,

S+or pe proves Witz 1the
J"all'll.'\lll-"fl Lk IB o ]\.\Tl.'ll. Lix I.'\II.
reckoned with: Eeween his fiery
rhymes ond gosproduciion wit
biatmaker Gpaiks, ho proves Lo
b a well-rounded musician
urairaid we taks hip-hop in 3 did-
terent dipecion.

— ADDHIAN RUE
AU e s A oo

Thiz is no musie for the fing of

hean.

=1 it T 3 meee, amd Cen
teving ve cateh up with life" the
singerssongwriter shouis over
hi;.:ﬂ.— ilvang bogis on Rennin® ['5
the opening salve as che charges
through a mix of ok, hlues,
clomsic woul, junk, Il:ipn]h:-].r annd
raditonal REB with the inwen-
sty of a fiped -up evangelisg and
dares you to hoep up.

Lidizta delur Vorve releasae,
Lozt & Found won critical
wccloim, including a 2007
Cerammy Thest Meww Arisl aome-
nanion, and her soeng souliu]
]"l\."'l"-l.'\ll'l'l'l.'lﬂi;l\."'ﬁ ]1.1'I|I"' I.I:IST1I'I"'\\
companisons te [l Scett aml
Lawrrm Hill. For the illow-up,
5.|1|"' chooses a bolder appross
abiming Lo copiune the orensy |
passton that have charactarized
ber stage shows for years

Straddling  genres  could
proove Lroublosome for a lesaer

singer, but the classically waimed

Tedisi prowes herself nmaster of
cvery demain and mostly works
the vnpredictability w her
.b\.‘lT.II‘lI.iFI"'. Rhl"' I"'Ii:l"'l & Ik I'h'a"
jieay Say Mo and displavs her
:in-:redll'-f: vocal agilivy backed
by drums andd sirings on T Meod
Lerve,

Advor guinar 1 kiek off s
bluesy tesrimonial Krockin®, you

much for these who prefer

strmight-up RE&R, bt she mains

tains a devolion o an evolviag

amistry that her fans have come
o erpaeet,

— WILLIAR T. BcGEE
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MIMDY SMITH
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Milh]:r' Srmith, whose 2000 Jdolsal
spawned the couniry hit Conte 6o

Tesus, s a model of resiraint,

The Mashsille-based singer-
songwriter las a lovely, pune
soprames, She asoends o a2 glish
Rl register for or sodl ballds
— s me woender thay Alk=en
Framzs bas covered her sopgs —
and sl roughons 31, slighily, for
the  oecasienal midvempas,
mwangy nume, Bl she never loses

er cool, Stupid Love, Smith's
!II\.'\IUZI' l!t ..‘IH.'".III:I iﬂl\.l.l.ll\]ill'" HiE]
excellent Chrisimas m:-&rd is
1II'l|"t1]I.I'I“]'|-' [\Il""IF.'II'I.I :lI'II.‘I L1 A b
Tsmnanatul.

Ranging from the sparse,
inrospective P'm Disappointed
io the rolling, high-sparited
What Went Wrang 10 the soar-
ing, seing-kizsed Couldn™ Stand



